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Carter Chamberlain, a fusion physicist, holds 18 upside down American flags during a Bearing
Witness ICE protest outside the regional field office for ICE in Burlington on April 1. STAN
GROSSFELD/GLOBE STAFF

BURLINGTON - How hard is it to be Flag Guy, the human who transforms himself into

the 20-foot high flag display at anti-Trump demonstrations in and around Boston?
The answer, my friend, is blowin’ in the wind.

Carter Chamberlain, 38, a fusion physicist, is impossible to miss. At the “No Kings” rally

last month, he wore 18 American flags upside down.

They fly from five adjustable poles attached to the back of his military-style ruck sack
tugging at his chest. The rig is 17 pounds. The 5°9” Chamberlain weighs 140 pounds.

“It squeezes the air out of your lungs,” he says outside ICE Boston headquarters in

Burlington, where he is a regular at the weekly Bearing Witness vigils.

It’s the ultimate workout.









He never gives speeches. His tower of upside-down American flags - a symbol of distress

- speaks for him.

“I'm kind of a quiet person. And so this rig has gotten bolder and bolder with me just

being content to remain vocally silent,” he says.

“There’s just something empowering about the unnamed faceless mask of this

movement. It’s the opposite of Trump. It’s like not narcissistic at all. I'm happy being in

the background.”
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A Trump protester stands next to Chamberlain at a Bearing Witness ICE protest. STAN
GROSSFELD/GLOBE STAFF

His rig has evolved.






A road separates a handful of Trump supporters from several hundred Anti-ICE protesters
outside the ICE Boston Field Office in Burlington. STAN GROSSFELD/GLOBE STAFF

Trump supporters don’t bother him. On this day, they total less than a half dozen.

“I see the people protesting over there. As disillusioned as they are, they have their
freedom of speech,” he says. “The weird logic is that we’re protesting ICE, so we're
supporting immigrants. Immigrants are rapists, therefore we’re supporting rapists,

therefore we are rapists. It’s a chain of logic that is broken in many places.”
One protest in Salem was disturbing, he says.

“There was a homeless veteran who came up, lifted up his shirt, showed me three bullet
holes and said, ‘T didn’t take three bullet holes just so that you could disrespect the flag
like this,’ .... All T did was say, well, thank you for fighting so that I can keep my First
Amendment right. And yeabh, it just disarmed it.”

He wasn’t always Flag Guy.















